ASHARIS.COM - THE CREED OF THE EARLY KULLABI ASH'ARITES

Tumart was as close to the madhhab of the Shiah'*® and the
Mu'tazilah, as he was to the Ash‘ariyyah. Prior to this period, the
Muslims in North Africa and al-Andaliis were largely upon the Sunnah
and did not know the Ash‘arite creed. In al-Andalds, in the year 503H,
Ghazalt's books were ordered to be destroyed due to their opposition to
the way of Ahl al-Sunnah, the Righteous Salaf.

Ibn ‘Asakir'” (d. 571H) became known for defending the Ash‘arite
school with his book Tabyin Kadhib al-Muftart, containing a biography of
al-Ash‘ari and the tabagat (generations) of Ash‘arite scholars. This book
was written in response to Abl ‘Alf al-Hasan bin ‘AlT al-Ahwazi"*® (d.
446H), from the sect known as the Salimiyyah,"* who had unjustified,

2% In the book Akhbdr Ibn Tamart, written by one his students, Aba BakrT bin
‘AlT al-Sanhaji (published by Dar al-Mansiir, Rabat, 1971), he is referrred to
throughout the entire book as al-Imam al-Ma'sim (the Infallible Imam).

129 He is Abl al-Qasim ‘Ali bin al-Hasan Hibat Allah bin ‘Abd Allah bin ‘Asakir
born in 499H, the Hafidh. He travelled extensively in the various lands such as
Iraq, Khurasan, Baghdad, Makkah, Madinah, Asbahan, Nisabtr, Marw, Bayhagq,
Herat and others. He has many works the most famous of which is Tarikh
Dimashq. Tbn al-Jawzi said of him (al-Muntadham, 18/571), "He was very
partisan towards Abl al-Hasan al-Ash‘arT until he authored a book, calling it
'Tabyin Kadhib al-MuftarT ‘ala Abi al-Hasan al-Ash‘arT." Refer als to Siyar A'lam al-
Nubula (20/554) and Wafiyat al-A‘yan (3/309).

120 Ibn Taymiyyah said of al-Ahwazi (Majma’ al-Fatawa, 5/484):

For this reason Abi al-Qasim bin ‘Asakir refuted Aba ‘Alf al-Ahwazi
when this one [al-Ahwazi] authored [a work] on the defects of Abii
al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari and this one [Ibn ‘Asakir] on his virtues, and
Abu ‘Al1 al-Ahwazi was from the Salimiyyah.

And he also said (Majmi' 5/556):

And when Abl al-Hasan al-Ash‘arl recanted from I‘tizal, he
traversed the way of Abii Muhammad bin Kullab, and then a faction
ascribing themselves to the Sunnah and Hadith from amongst the
Salimiyyah and others, such as AbG ‘Ali al-Ahwazi, began to
mention regarding the defects of Abi al-Hasan such things that
were from the fabrications of the Mu‘tazilah and others, because al-
Ash‘arT had clarified the contradictions of the sayings of the
Mu'tazilah and their corruption, in a manner that no one besides
him had done.

2! The Salimiyyah are a splinter sect of the Kullabiyyah who denied Allah
performs actions through His will and power. They held Allah's speech
comprises letters and voices which are eternal, necessary for Allah's essence -
just like the attributes of life (hayat) - without this speech being connected to
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