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Al-Jahm bin Safwan

The sect known as the Jahmiyyah is named after al-Jahm bin Safwan,’”
even though al-Ja'd was the first to speak with much of their doctrines.
He was from the land of Khurasan, originating from Balkh. He moved
from there to Samargand, then to Tirmidh, then to Kifah, finally
returning to Khurasan. Whilst in Kafah he met his shaykh, al-Ja'd bin
Dirham.

Imam al-Bukhari said:

Qutaybah bin Sa‘ld said: It has reached me that Jahm used to take
kalam from al-Ja‘d bin Dirham,***

Al-Jahm was not known for seeking knowledge, despite the period in
which he lived being one in which the inherited knowledge of the
Companions (4) was present amongst the senior TabiTn (Successors).
He preferred ‘ilm al-kalam, and philosophy over the knowledge of hadith
and sunnah.

He became known only when he manifested his repugnant doctrines
and after he started fighting in rebellion against the Bani Umayyah,
alongside al-Harith bin Surayj.””* Al-Jahm used to be judge, writer and
orator for al-Harith. In one of the battles between al-Harith and Nasr
bin Sayyar, the amir of Khurasan, al-Harith was defeated and al-Jahm
was taken captive and brought to Salam al-Ahwaz, one of the ministers
of Nasr bin Sayyar. Al-Jahm said to al-Ahwaz, "I have assurance of
protection from your father," so Salam said to him:

"It is not his right to offer you protection, and if he did, I would not
grant you it, and even if stars filled these sheets, and Tsa ibn
Maryam descended, you still would not have survived. By Allah, if
you were in my stomach, I would have torn it open until I killed
you," then he ordered him killed.**

°® Biographical information for al-Jahm bin Safwan can be found in Tarikh at-
Tabari (9/66-69), al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (10/26-27), Magalat al-Islamiyyin
(1/338), al-Farq Bayn al-Firag (p. 211), al-Milal wan-Nihal (11/86-87), Mizan al-
I'tidal (1/426).

* Khalg Af'al al-‘Tbad (Mu'assassah al-Risalah, 1990) p. 7.

5 Al-Farq Bayn al-Firaq of al-Baghdadi (p.212).

*1¢ Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (10/28) and Lisan al-Mizdn (2/142).
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